
As Douglas County aligned with the
Governor Laura Kelly’s Reopening phase
2 and leaders will continue to monitor
conditions to moving to future phases,
the county’s local health officer said it
will be important for both businesses and
the public to be “smart and safe” as more
businesses can now open.

“Douglas County residents have done
a good job up to this point at helping
flatten the curve of the coronavirus,” Dr.
Thomas Marcellino said, “and we con-
tinue to ask them to follow guidelines
like keeping their circle of contacts small,
staying home as much as possible and
wearing cloth masks in public.”

The Governor’s Plan’s current timeline
calls for moving to Phase 3 no earlier than
June 8, which would allow all education,
activities, venues and establishments to
operate. It also increases the limit ofmass
gatherings to no more than 45 people in-
stead of the current nomore than 15.

Douglas County’s Unified Command
Reopening Task Force is constantly moni-
toring key metrics locally to guide future
decisions about whether to move with
the state into future phases. The public
can review the Smart & Safe Community
Scorecard data online at bit.ly/Smart-
SafeDGCo.
The scorecard includes goals of less

than five COVID-19 new cases per week
of local transmission, no new local out-
breaks, and less than 10 new active cases

per week as well as available bed space
and ventilator capacity at LMH Health in
case of a future surge of patients.
“The goal is for us all to work together

and from a public health standpoint, help
people be safe so that we can begin to
open up more of our community. We all
want that,” Marcellino said. “We are all
in this together, and if we all do our part
here in our county, we can keep our num-
bers as low as possible.”
Practicing social distancing and tak-

ing precautions will remain the norm, no
matter which reopening phase the com-
munity advances to, he said.
“It doesn’t mean we want you going

out and having large gatherings. Contin-
ue to try to do necessary thingswithin the
community. Wear a mask when in public.

If you don’t have amask, use a cloth facial
covering,” Marcellino said. “Wash your
hands frequently. Avoid touching your
face. Those are going to be very impor-
tant things that we all have to continue
to do.”
Businesses and community members

can access industry specific safety guide-
lines and measures at LDCHealth.org/
Coronavirus and douglascountyks.org/
coronavirus.
“The changes that we see in our com-

munity with social distancing guidelines
will be in effect,” Marcellino said, “really
until that vaccine is widely available.”
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Partnerships, community support, local
spending vital to recovery efforts and
future of Douglas County

These past few months haven’t been easy. We’ve
been put through the wringer as a community - an un-
certain future for many of our businesses and their em-
ployees, separation from friends and loved ones, and
the loss of normalcy.
Andwhile this has been extremely challenging, it has

also been inspiring to see our community create new
partnerships, strengthen existing connections, and
help #RiseLawrence.

Our relationships with our partners, including the
City of Lawrence, Douglas County, the University of
Kansas, and so many others, have eased some of the
strain caused by this pandemic. In collaborating with
new people and organizations over the past fewweeks,
it is encouraging to know that going forward, our ties
and working partnerships and personal relationships
will be even stronger.
Lawrence-Douglas County Public Health has been

working long hours and effectively communicating
during the pandemic. They have been very diligent in
their efforts and we appreciate their good work.
As we continue a phased approach to reopening and

operating under our new normal, it is more important
than ever to focus our dollars locally. Our local business-
es have shown their creativity and innovation as they
shifted to curbside service, delivery and other newways

to keep their doors open and employees on the payroll.
I am confident that even as we move toward fewer

restrictions, our businesses will continue to be adaptive
in order to serve our residents safely.
Lawrence has rallied around #RiseLawrence in ways

wedidn’t expect. Businesses are creating yard signs and
other merchandise, like masks and t-shirts, with pro-
ceeds benefitting multiple fundraisers created to help
support those affected by coronavirus.

The Douglas County Community Foundation has
granted over $225,000 to local non-profits from their
disaster relief fund, with more to come. The Chamber
brought together local restaurants, the school district,
and the Lawrence Schools Foundation to continue to
provide meals to students who might otherwise go
without, a program that has received national attention
and inquiries from Arizona and Illinois on just how our
community made that happen.
Funds for hospitalityworkers and those in the live en-

tertainment industrywere created and continue to sup-
port those who have lost jobs. There are endless other
examples of the good that has come out of these trying
times.
But, of course, we are not out of the woods. We hope

residents continue to remain vigilant for their health
and the health of others by following the guidelines

from Gov. Laura Kelly and our local health officer, Dr.
Thomas Marcellino.
Our businesses have focused on sanitization process-

es, personal protective equipment for employees and
work diligently to keep their employees and customers
healthy. It’s not easy to own a business, and these extra
guidelines create evenmore obstacles.
Please give our business owners and their employees

some extra grace as you feel more comfortable grab-
bing a meal out on the town or window shopping at
your favorite stores across Lawrence.
We know this is a stressful time for everyone, but

partnership, respect and cooperationwill only continue
to help our county.
The Chamber staff and our Board of Directors ap-

preciate your support of our local businesses. We have
worked hard to continue to provide resources for any
and all businesses, nomatter if they are Chambermem-
bers or not.
Our staff continues to work in direct contact with lo-

cal leadership to ensure the recovery and growth of our
local economy.
We have been advocating at the local, state and fed-

eral levels to ensure the business community has a seat
at the table, and we are doing our best to ensure that
those voices are heard.
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Keymetrics guide decision about reopening phases, local
health officer urges public & businesses to be “smart and safe”

Logo created by Janella Williams
of 3 Clever Broads

WORKING FOR
LAWRENCE.

  News  and  informat ion  f rom The  Chamber  •  Tuesday ,  May ,  26 ,  2020


